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More Docile Cattle
The personal and up close experience of many beef cattle farmers/ranchers has been confirmed: Cattle ( bulls, cows and calves) with a more docile or calm attitude perform better than cattle having an excitable temperament.

Cattle processing an excitable temperament can have an impact on other cattle within the herd. Also, the excitable temperament is inherited by calves and can reduce performance thus reducing profitability of the calf crop.

Why?  Cattle and or calves with excitable (aggressive or ill) temperament experience: reduced performance (weight gain from farm through feedlot); calves have more health problems, when excitable calves are sick, they are generally sicker than calm calves; meat tenderness is influenced due the hormones and enzymes being at higher levels.

Genetics is a large part of raising easily excitable cattle and calves. Most National breed associations today have EPD’s (Expected Progeny Differences0 for docile or calmness. The higher the stated number for docile the more docile the cattle’s offspring. An EPD for docile of 20 is a more docile than an EPD  of 10.
The management and handling of ill tempered cattle can be dangerous for farmer. As beef farmers continue to age- personal safety becomes more important. We have reduce mobility, plus we do not “heal” as quickly.

Ill tempered cattle during marketing are generally docked (reduced price) in the sale ring. Ever notice this at a local livestock marker or farm production sales- the auctioneer may say “ Oh its their first time to town” but beware. The University of Tennessee Senior and Junior bull sales, any bull with excitable or ill temperament are removed from the sale order.

Watch for docility when purchasing any breeding cattle. It only takes one to mess-up the whole herd.
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