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Farmers, over time, have learned some tough lessons during calving (birthing) season; calf losses results in lower income and calf health begins at birth. Most farmers disregard weather and other events when its time to check on the soon to be mother cows and those cows who have recently given birth to their calves.

I was visiting with an area farmer during a recent visit to a quick stop market. He was relating to such an occurrence on his farm. It was calving season and time for the early morning check of cows for any new births occurring over night and any potential problems that may have developed. 

First pasture field found everyone up and ready for the new day. However, the second pasture was not so good. Just over a little rise lay a cow down and unable to rise or get up on her feet. Upon additional examination he found she had just given birth to her calf. The cow was turned lying in an awkward position with all four legs extended and unable to get up. First things first, the cow must get up for a down cow is a potentially a dead cow. If she should lie in this position too long, she may become paralyzed and unable to get up or walk. Also, the cow needs to mother or bond with her calf.
Being unable to roll her over or get the cow in a position to get up, it’s sorta difficult for a 170 lb man to move a 1200-1300 lb cow. Following several attempts and surveying the situation, it’s back to the barn for assistance. The 4 wheeler, a rope and halter were put into action. Returning to the scene the rope and halter were place on and about the downed cow. Following a few gentle tugs in the right position from the 4 wheeler moving the cow around, the farmer was able to get her feet and legs under her body to enable her to get up. The cow was able to stand but wobbly and weak from lying in a down position for too long.
Now the attention turns to saving the newborn calf. Everything appears that the birthing occurred without major problems. However, when did the birth occur? It was obvious the calf had been unable to nurse the mother cow and was sorta in a weakened condition, itself.

It’s really important the calf receive “colostrums” (first milk) in the first few hours of life. Perfectly within the first six hours as digestive system allows for quick absorption of colostrums but following a few hours it begins to close. Colostrums provide newborn calves antibodies for protection from infection and disease, plus energy. First 24 hours are crucial to the calf’s survival. 

The second trip to the barn is for life saving colostrums. A commercial mixture is available should calves be unable to nurse. Some warm water about one quart, to prepare the calf’s first meal. Our farmer did not give too much but enough to give the calf strength and will power to stand. The calf was assisted to stand and nurse the bottle. Meanwhile, the cow has regained her strength and begins to lick and mother her newborn calf. The calf is now standing and begins nursing the mother cow. 
While most beef cows are pretty good at taking care of their calves, there are times Mother Nature needs a little help, such as what the farmer was providing.

On a third trip to check the situation finds the newborn calf and mother dong well, together. The farmer had missed Sunday school and church to care for his cattle. Following a late breakfast and additional checking of the herd finds everyone enjoying a cool but sunny day. 

What the farmer was relating during our conversation was just a normal day on the farm.
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