My Useless Degree #2
“Careers Abound”

During a previous post; My Useless Degree” I stated that it was difficult to accept an agriculture degree, especially animal science, as being useless. As a rebuttle to a post describing agriculture as #3 and animal science as #20 on their useless degree scale. Several recent Agricultural business magazines an trade journals have referenced a great need for agricultural related college graduates required to fill job market opportunities.

Currently Agriculture companies and many food companies are having difficulties locating qualified people to fill an ever expanding job market. The job market has a potential to expand farther as innovations and demands are occurring at an ever increasing rate of growth. A young lady, Courtney Drennen, recently reviewed a booklet on agricultural careers and remarked “I didn’t know agriculture involved so many areas, I thought it was just farmers in the fields.” We have many opportunities beyond the farmers/ranchers on the land or in the fields. 

A Purdue University study from 2010 indicated that between 2010 and 2015, an estimated 54,400 jobs would be created annually in Agriculture, food and renewable natural resources. However, only 29,300 students are expected to earn degrees in traditional agriculture and life science related fields each year. We have a short fall of 25,100 students that will be coming from other related fields or areas of study to make-up the short fall. 
The demand and opportunities exist with companies such as Con Agra, Cargill, Du Pont Pioneer, General Mills, Montsanto and others. These new employees will be working with animal and plant genetics, robotics and GPS systems just to name a few. These companies have boosted salaries, increased internships to better prepare and attract future employees. You do not have to grow up on a farm/ranch to have an important vital role in agriculture. Agriculture touches each of our lives “daily”, from food we eat to the clothes we wear. 

There are many roads leading to a future in Agriculture research and development:

1. Agriculture Leadership, Education and Communications

2. Biosystems Engineering

3. Environmental and Soil Science
4. Food and Agriculture Business

5. Forestry

6. Natural Resources and Environmental Economics

7. Plant Sciences

8. Wildlife and Fishery Science

9. Animal Science

10. Veterinary Science

For a booklet describing these careers and  opportunities Contact F. Neal Shrich at The University of Tennessee phone 865-974-7286. Also, you may wish to schedule a visit to the University of Tennessee College of Agriculture Sciences and Natural Resources to evaluate your opportunities. 
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