Our Farms Corn Planting Time
10-29-13
Oh what a beautiful day! Oh what a beautiful morning as the sun peaks over the mountains, hills and into the valley below to warm the soils of our farm. The green trees and grass along with the pink and white dogwoods are so clean, clear and bright with cheerful colors plus those yellow buttercups  scattered across many fields, along with chirping birds is natures grand display of beauty. Oh what a beautiful morning on our farm.

Our John Deere tractor is a beaming green as we begin the chore of planting this years corn crop. The smell and feel of fresh soil is pleasant on this beautiful morning. If you haven't had the opportunity to smell and  feel fresh soil beneath your toes, Oh what you have missed. 

We begin to prepare for our 2013 corn crop early in the fall months of 2012. Why then you may ask? We were busy collecting soil samples all across our fields to evaluate the nutrients necessary for raising corn. The corn along with many crops farmers/ranchers raise need sixteen essential nutrients: C-carbon, H-hydrogen, O-oxygen, N-nitrogen, P-phosphorus, K-potassium, Ca-calcium, Mg-magnesium, S-sulfur, Fe-Iron, Mn-manganese, B-Boron, Mo-Molybdenum, Cu-copper, Zn-zinc and Cl-chlorine. We evaluate the soil to determine the amount of fertilizer to add for raising our corn. The corn plants are much like our bodies, we need proper nutrition to carry out our daily activities. We have already spread the required fertilizer to supply the nutrients just before corn planting time. We do not add more fertilizer than required so as not to harm our environment.

Earlier in December we studied many reports, from agronomist that develop and test seed corn, to select a variety suitable for our farm's environment. We evaluated the seed for:
1. yield-the bushels we would like to raise from each acre of soil.
2. insect and disease-to reduce damage these may do to the corn plant.
3. lodging-the ability of corn to withstand winds and other environmental effects.
4. season-the days required for the corn to reach maturity.
5. moisture-how quick the corn will dry to a safe storage moisture.
The corn will then be used for food items such as cornflakes, corn chips, corn syrup or any number of food items from local grocery store. Also, pet foods and livestock feeds. Yes, we apply fungicides (for disease) and insecticides (for insects) to our seed corn to protect the corn plant while growing. The protection allows the corn plant to grow and reach its genetic potential.

We prepare the  soil for planting corn using minimum tillage conservation practices to build and preserve our soil aand reduce erosion. Now on this beautiful morning our beaming green John Deere tractor and corn planter are ready to begin planting the seed corn that was selected for our farm's environment. The seed will be planted at 24 to 26 thousand kernals of seed corn per acre to enable us to raise 125-130 bushels of corn. The seed are  planted in rows thirty-six inches wide and each kerrnal is spaced six to seven inches within the row. Big John Deere is continually beaming rolling across our fields plaanting each kernal of seed corn at the correct width, row spacing and depth in our soil. The sun continues to shine, warming the soil and with rains Mother Nature gives us the corn will begin to grow into a living breathing corn plant. 

We only have one more job before the seeds begin to grow, weed control. We must continually watch our field for weeds. We have studied many weed control measures for the major weeds in our fields. (morning  glories and cockle burs) If we fail to control these weeds, they will use the plant nutrients and moisture in competition with the young corn plants, thus the corn plants will not have sufficient nutrients to grow and reach their genetic potential. Yes, we use herbicides applied to our soil to contol these and other weeds. We very carefully select weed control measures so as not to harm our environment.

Our beaming John Deere tractor and planter have planted the seed, now we will watch and hope for a beautiful growing season. We patietly wait and watch for any insect, disease or weeds that may have escaped our control measures. Should we discover any escapes, its our responsibility to protect the corn plants.

Today each farmer/rancher invest in technology so as to reduce trips over the fields, reduce greenhouse gasses and reduce damage to our food items. We now will be patient and hope for rains and sunlight for the corn to grow lots of ears of mature corn. These ears will make a good harvest so we may supply American family consumers a safe, wholesome, nutritious food.

These are the same jobs many farmers/ranchers evaluate to raise food crops for American family consumers to enjoy a safe, wholesome nutritious food. We are also concerned about the environment as our families are effected by our agricultural practices, as we live and work closely with our crops and animals.

