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Burgers, Burgers and More Burgers

Have you noticed that today’s burgers are more than an all beef patty and a slice of American cheese? Today’s burgers have a never ending variety of flavors, mixes and toppings- a whole meal in one bite, if you can wrap your lips around the “whole thing”. Ground beef is a number one seller, as all ages of American consumers have taken a great liking or craving for burgers.

American consumers are consuming burgers at an alarming rate. Survey says! “Folks are eating at least a burger per month.” I, it’s more like once or twice a week. Observing consumers at fast-foods and local deli bars, it would appear to the untrained eye, the eating habit would be definitely being more than once a month.

Survey Says: 1. burger consumption is up at fast-casual restaurants; 51% of American Consumers report eating fast casual burgers at least once a month, an increase from 43% in 2011.
2. Quality is "key". 51% of American consumers indicate it’s highly important that burgers are made from fresh, never frozen beef. The importance of quality shows an increase in consumers from 43% two years ago. 
3. Nearly 2/3rds or 66% of Americans consumers indicated that “build your own” burgers are appealing. The ability to “build your own or customize burger toppings and condiments are important.

4. Special diet interest, especially among younger American consumers, continues to grow, more than 20% of American consumers eating burgers indicate gluten free (23%), vegan (23%) and vegetarian (22%).

Burger options are important to American consumers. American consumers want something extra: quality ingredients, special preparations, never frozen beef, specific types of beef; as well as customized toppings. All beef farmers/ranchers and myself say “keep eating the whole thing enjoying the flavor and juiciness of the best burgers in town”, pass the beef.
