02-15-14
My Useless Degree
Recently during a general jam session, someone referenced several print and broadcast media sources relating to potential career options. The tops were related to business accounting, management, technology and engineering. However, the useless degree for careers was related to my field of Agriculture.

I have difficulty accepting the thought of an Agriculture (Animal Science) degree being a useless opportunity. I would like to describe the Animal Science degree and what you may accomplish. You may possibly know someone that may have an interest. 

What is Animal Science?

Basically, Animal Science is a field that will provide hands-on experience dealing with the production and management of animals such as: Beef Cattle, Dairy Cattle, Horses, Poultry, Sheep, and Swine; while preparing students for a wide variety of careers.

What will I study in Animal Science?
The courses or classes may include: Genetics, Reproduction, Lactation, Anatomy, Physiology, Nutrition, Animal Health, Animal Production, Management, Food and Agriculture Business, Communications and Information. Also included will be Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics and several other general education classes. 

Some Career Opportunities include:

Veterinarian


Medicine


Research 


Laboratory Technology

Farmer

raising and caring for Beef, Dairy, Horses, Poultry, Sheep, Swine and              other animals.

Farm Manager

Teacher


Agricultural Extension Agent (4-H Club)


Vocational Agriculture (FFA)

Animal Scientist


Animal Nutrition


Animal Breeding

Lawyer


Agricultural Law


Environmental Law

Doctor

Dentist

Pharmacist

Physical Therapist

Physicians Assistant

Genetic Research

Animal Science Sales


vaccines


general health products

Livestock Equipment Sales

Feed Sales

Breed Associations Representative


communications


writers and reporters

Zoo Curator/Animal Handler

There are many options available, the opportunities depends on your interest and what you may enjoy.
Working in and around an area of enjoyment can be most rewarding. The food related opportunities aren’t going to diminish anytime soon as most people like to “eat”, two or three times daily. Agriculture is Tennessee’s and other states number one industry and employer.

Its important that all students and parents realize Agriculture business/industry touches their lives daily, from the clothes they wear to the food they eat.

Other fields of study and opportunity within Agriculture include:

Agriculture Leadership, Education and Communications

Biosystems Engineering

Environmental and Soil Science

Food and Agriculture Business

Forestry

Natural Resources and Environmental Economics

Plant Science

Wildlife and Fisheries Science

There are many roads leading to a future degree, but as a student you deserve a college as special as you- UT College of Agriculture Sciences and Natural Resources.
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